MEDIA RELEASE

2 March 2009

HENLEY MP WELCOMES SUCCESS FOR WOODCOTE SHELTERED HOUSING SCHEME

Henley MP, John Howell, has expressed his delight that elderly residents of a sheltered housing scheme in Woodcote, Olga Mowforth House, will now be able to stay in the village and will have the chance of living in high quality new apartments on the site. 

The original proposals by the site owner, SOHA, sparked fears that elderly residents of Olga Mowforth House would be dispersed around the district so that the site could be developed only for new affordable family homes. These proposals were greeted with anger by the MP, the parish council and local residents.

John helped bring all parties together with South Oxfordshire District Council to come up with a scheme which was acceptable to all. The new scheme envisages 12 brand new apartments for older people and 12 new family homes for affordable rent.
In addition, the new apartments for older people will retain communal community facilities and a laundry; facilities much valued by those who live in Olga Mowforth House and older residents of the village.

John said:

“This is brilliant news. Everyone has shown a huge amount of goodwill in overcoming the original difficulties and as a result we’ve ended up with a much better scheme and one of better quality which we can all support.

“Planning doesn’t always have to be confrontational. This is a good example of how by getting people together early enough and by everyone being open with each other you can achieve a much stronger scheme which recognises the sensitivities and wishes of local residents.
“All those who took part in the working party which produced the scheme should be congratulated.”
The scheme will now have to go for planning approval before SODC’s planning committee and for funding to the Housing Corporation.
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