MEDIA RELEASE

HOW DO WE KNOW IF WE’RE COLD?

14 January 2009

Henley MP, John Howell, has raised questions with the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) as to why vulnerable people in his constituency have to depend on the temperatures at the meteorological stations in Brize Norton and Wycombe to determine whether they are entitled to cold weather payments rather than the station at RAF Benson.

He said:

“This constituency has the dubious distinction of often being the coldest; temperatures at Benson are frequently cited as the lowest in the country. In the recent cold spell, for example, they fell to -12 degrees.

“Yet research has shown that  the meteorological stations which determine whether the temperatures are cold enough to warrant giving cold weather payments to vulnerable people are miles away and often have different local climates.

“That cannot be a fair way of determining whether these payments should be made.”

He has asked the Department of Work and Pensions to calculate how many people in the constituency were entitled to cold weather payments in the recent cold spell and how many more would have been entitled if the temperature had been based on that recorded at RAF Benson.

He added:

“I hope that the DWP will add Benson to the list of approved meteorological stations for determining whether this payment should be made.”

Contact: 0207 219 6676/07889 646845

Notes to Editors:

A Cold Weather Payment helps towards extra heating costs when there is a spell of cold weather in an area. The Department for Work and Pensions will automatically pay when the average temperature is recorded as, or is forecast to be, 0 degrees Centigrade or below over seven days in a row at a given weather station.

Constituents would be eligible if they get Pension Credit or if they are getting Income Support or income-based Jobseeker's Allowance and have a child under five or get one of a number of other allowances. 

